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Ways to Give:  
 

¶ Check or Money Orders:    
               ~ Send to ~ 
      ELCA Disaster Response 
       39330 Treasury Center 
       Chicago, IL 60694-930            
    

Write "Haiti Earthquake Relief"  
 on your check's memo line. 

   
¶ Credit Card  by Phone:  
       800-638-3522  
   
Credit card contributions may also 

be made via mail. 

Your help is needed today  
to bring relief and continued 
hope for our brothers and 
sisters in Haiti.  



Dear 
Parishioners 
 

Living One Day at a Timeé    
 

Dear Partners in Mission, 
 

During the season of Lent we will explore, ponder, and study the 

words of Jesus in Matthew, Chapter 6. 
 

òDo not worry about your lifeé 

But strive first for the kingdom of Godéó 

 

Worry can be toxic and unrelenting. We sometimes lie awake; a 

cloud of anxiety descends on our souls. Questions torment us in 

the night hours: òWill I have enough food, resources, and 

employment to care for my family?ó òWhat will happen with this 

marriage?ó  

òI feel so alone in my grieféhow will I live without my wife?ó òWhat 

will retirement bring?ó òHow will I get my kids through college?ó 

òWhat about my business, will it survive another year of this 

economy?ó òHow will I find my way?ó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesusõ words in Matthew 6 give òorientationó like a trusted compass, 

map, or GPS devise. In this 40 day season we will walk with Jesus, 

hearing the Word of God, and trusting the Spirit to lead us through 

the wilderness of worry and fear. Our worship, liturgy, and St. Maryõs 

blog site (www.stmaryslutheran.org  scroll down to òblogó) will lead 

us in this time of reorientation.  

 

 

But strive first for the kingdom of God, 

 

Pr David Raben 

 

 

PS: We will continue to update you on relief work in Haiti. For more 

information go to: www.elca.org/disaster  or refer to our worship 

announcement page on how to help. 
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Staying Connected 
 

Have you ever needed to have a conversation with someone that you would much rather avoid?  In these situations, 

itõs so easy to come up with a million reasons or excuses that will allow you to put off the conversation for a few 

minutes longer. Unfortunately, these types of conversations generally involve an important issue. An issue that if 

not addressed may cause great harm at some point in time. 

 

The main focus of the December council meeting was to review the churchõs ministry and mission plan for 2010 

which includes the financial resources needed to support the plan. As many of you know, our projected revenue is 

approximately $103,000.00  short for 2010. Although we do have some cash reserves available from undesignated 

memorials to get us through the coming months, it is not wise for us to continue to rely on undesignated memorials 

to see us through for the long term. There are three possible reasons why we have a $103,000 shortage:  expenses 

are too high, income is too low, or possibly a combination of both. 

 

In regard to expenses, we are actively reviewing the expenses of the church to insure that we are being good 

stewards of our resources. We feel (and hope you agree) that good things are happening at St. Maryõs and that we  

are following the path that God has chosen for us. Therefore, we are being careful not to haphazardly cut expenses  

that may, as a result, lead us off the path and jeopardize the progress that we are experiencing in ministry and mission. 

 

In regard to income, we are facing two challenges. Since 2001, we have seen the number of giving members 

decline from over 800 down to approximately 600.  A decrease such as this will obviously have a major impact on 

income.   As a church family, we should òtake a bowó for our faithful giving through these years which allowed us 

to financially survive such a decrease. Through the    E-Team, we have been actively inviting people to visit with us 

and hopefully join our church family. Of course, our main objective is to guide these people to Jesus and to a life 

of discipleship. But as we all know, faithfully giving a portion of what God has first given us is an important part of 

discipleship; and therefore, the church should see an increase in income as well. Secondly, a survey of ELCA churches 

in our area indicates that although St. Maryõs was one of the largest churches in terms of members participating 

in the survey, our giving per member was nearly the lowest. Therefore, we will be actively encouraging our members 

to continue on the path towards tithing and to consider re-prioritizing their finances to place God first. We realize 

that we are taking on this task in the midst of some of the worst economic conditions that our church and country 

have ever seen. We do understand that everyoneõs circumstances and ability to give at this time are different and 

thank you all for doing the best that you can. 

 

Yes, money is one of those difficult conversations. But I donõt think anyone in history understood the importance 

of talking about money more than Jesus. In the Bible, Jesus talks more about money than any other topic. He 

understands the importance of money in our lives, but He also tells us that He will provide for us and that we should 

not allow money to become a negative influence in our lives. 

 

With faith, trust, prayer and reflection, I am certain that  

by working together we can create an environment at St. 

Maryõs where financial resources are plentiful and our 

conversations can focus less on money and more on our 

mission. 

 

 

Go prayéloveéand serveé 

 

Steve Seymour 

Council Vice President 
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Council Connection  
Each month, the Congregation Council sponsors 

what is known as the òCouncil Connectionó.  

 A member of the Council will be available 

during the month to answer questions, receive 

suggestions and listen to concerns that 

members of the Congregation may have in 

regard to whatõs going on at St. Maryõs. 

COUNCIL CONNECTION for this month 

 can be made through:  
 

Steve Seymour, who may be reached. . .  
 

§ by phone:  262-859-0438 

§ By e-mail:  steve@seymourcpa.com 

§ at church:  before or after the 10:30 am 

service on Sunday. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship 
 

Scrip ð A Simple Way To Financially 

Support St. Maryõs 
 

Scrip is a method of fundraising for the church using the 

everyday purchases of its members. National and local 

retailers donate a percentage of their sales price to the 

church when our members, their friends, or families make 

purchases at their stores using scrip cards. Most of your 

everyday expenses such as food, gas, clothing, etc. can be 

purchased using scrip cards.  A scrip card looks just like a 

gift card. 
 

There is no cost to using scrip. Itõs just like purchasing a gift 

card. If you pay the church $10.00 for a scrip card, then you 

have $10.00 to spend. So why do retailers give up a portion 

of their sales? Basically, for two reasons. The first is to be 

charitable and the second reason is to gain new customers. 

It is a form of advertising. 
 

The scrip cards for various stores can be purchased after 

each worship service. Simply visit the scrip table in the 

fellowship hall, and the scrip volunteers will be happy to 

answer any questions you may have and assist you in 

purchasing the cards that you would like to buy. 
 

Will your participation make a difference?  Yes, it will! 

Hereõs an example:  Letõs say you buy $30.00 of gas per 

week.  That would equate to $1,560.00 per year. On 

average, the church will receive $46.80 of your annual gas 

purchases. If all members would do the same, the church 

would receive approximately $28,080.00!  And thatõs just 

for gas purchases! 
 

Please note that scrip is not meant to be a substitute for 

contributing to the church. Faithfully giving a portion of what 

God has first given us is an important part of discipleship.  

But in these difficult economic times, scrip provides a way 

for all members to financially support St. Maryõs. 
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 Do Not Worry About Your Lifeé 
Strive First For the Kingdom of God  

 
On the first Sunday of Lent we 

hear about Jesus in the 

wilderness for 40 days. When 

traveling in the vast outdoors, 

one needs some direction, a 

reference point, and the basics 

on how to survive in the 

extremes of an untamed land. 

Our spiritual journey in this season of Lent also needs some 

orientation, perhaps a òmap and compassó to guide our 

way. The words of Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, 

indicate that there are many worries and temptations that 

await us as we step into an uncertain future.  

 

Each Wednesday service and weekend services, as well, will 

be centered on Jesus, our guide, òDo not worry about your 

lifeéstrive for the Kingdom of God.ó Our hope is that Lent will 

be an occasion to gain a new orientation, faithful focus on 

God, and be confident in our common purpose in Christ. 
 

 

Ash Wednesday, February 17th, 11am & 7 pm 
 

Midweek Services: Each Wednesday, 11 am & 6:15 pm 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Valentine Brunch 
 

St. Maryõs Women of the Church will hold their Annual Valentine 

Brunch on Saturday, February 13 from 9:30-12:30. 
 

Come and join us. Bring your òsignificant otheró (if you have 

one) and celebrate with a good meal and entertainmentñThe 

Showtimers.  
 

The cost is $6.00 per person. Tickets will sold between services 

on Sunday, February 7 or you may make a reservation by 

calling the church at 658-3555. The deadline for reservations 

is Wednesday, February 10. 



FAIR TRADE PROJECT  
 

St. Maryõs participates in the Lutheran World Relief Fair Trade Project for the following reasons: 
  

1. Fair Trade certified coffee, tea and cocoa farmers must eliminate the use of dangerous pesticides and  harmful   

        chemicals.   
 

2. Watersheds and virgin forests are protected.   
 

3. Farmers are offered a guaranteed minimum price for their products eliminating the need for over production,   

        environmental damage, and further loss of revenue. This allows the farmers to provide more food for their   

        families and to pay for school fees and books to send their children to school.   
 

4. Fair Trade empowers the farmers to make healthy choices for their families and communities.   
 

The Church In Society Ministry has Fair Trade products available for purchase on the third weekend of each month. This project 

supports Lutheran World Relief and the communities where the crops are grown. Our prices cover costs only. In commercial outlets 

the price would be much higher. The next time you need coffee, tea, cocoa, or chocolate bars think about supporting the Lutheran 

World Relief Fair Trade Project.  
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LIFEgroup.101 
 

òTo offer spiritual hospitality to all who are 
thirsty for Godéó 
 

A third group is now open: LIFEgroup.101 will have an informational 

gathering on February 14, after the 10:30 service of worship. 
 

Led by Pr. Brian. 

balberti@stmaryslutheran.org 

 

This short course (approx eight weeks) will focus on the following: 
 

¶ Liturgical life and Spiritual formation ~ Prayer is an intimate 

relationship with God. This Life group will explore how regular 

participation in the means of grace (The Lordõs Supper) relates to 

our everyday prayer lives. 
 

¶ Spiritual Self Discovery ~ participants will learn and consider 

their spiritual gifts. Personality types help us to understand 

who we are as people of God and to recognize how God has 

gifted us through the Spirit. 
 

¶ Sacred Reading of Scripture ~ The practice of meditating on 

Godõs Word can give us time to hear Godõs voice speaking to 

our souls. In some traditions, small groups gather for what is 

called Lectio Divina or reflective reading. This group will 

embrace a similar form of devotion and study of sacred 

scripture. 
 

¶ Christian Fellowship ~ LIFEgroup.101 will help participants 

experience God in the relationships in the group. Connecting 

with others brings spiritual nourishment to the soul. 
 

¶ Christian Service ~ LIFEgroup.101 will also seek to organize 

opportunities for fellowship through service opportunities.  

Christian fellowship can flourish when a group participates in a 

common activity. 

 
 
 
 

 

Get Ready for the 
òSouperó Bowl 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will again be collecting money for 

the Shalom Center on "Souper" Bowl 

Sunday (Saturday too!), Feb. 6 & 7.  

Watch for the big soup kettles as you 

leave the church that weekend. Last 

year over $800 was given. 

mailto:balberti@stmaryslutheran.org
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Prayer Requests 
 

If you have prayer requests please 

write them on one of the green guest 

cards and place it in the offering plate. 

These purple cards are much more 

noticeable and will be given to the 

pastors. We take your prayer requests 

seriously. Please be assured your 

requests will be honored. If you would 

like a prayer to be placed on St. Maryõs 

Prayer Chain, you may contact: 
 

§ Sue VanBendegom ~  652-1770 

§ One of the Pastors 

§ Someone else you know who is 

a link to the chain. 
 
 

 

Transportation Needs 
 

Caring Ministries would like to provide 

rides to worship services and other 

church events for those who need 

them. Call Gail Musolf at 657-3069. 

We have volunteers who are willing 

to provide transportation, but  more 

are needed.  If you can help by 

providing a ride, please call Gail at 

the number above. 
 
 

 

When You  
Are Hospitalized:  
 

Ʒ Call the church to notify the 

pastoral staff of your admission. 
 

Ʒ Donõt assume the hospital will 

notify the church, even if you have 

asked them to. Hospitals are very 

busy places and some tasks are 

put off for more urgent needs. 
 

Ʒ Please notify the pastoral 

staff when you are scheduled 

for surgery (in or outpatient). 
 

Ʒ If you wish to be included on 

the list for Prayers of the 

Church, please contact us. 
 

Ʒ The pastoral staff doesnõt mind 

getting more than one phone call 

about a parishioner who is 

hospitalized. Please donõt 

assume that someone else will 

be notifying us. 

Please, 
Let Us Know  

Using Your Talents 
 

Over the years we have asked our members for their time and talent to help serve 

the church and the community. But what exactly does that mean? When we think 

of talents many of us right away say, òI donõt have any talentsó. I have noticed that 

St. Maryõs likes to use acronyms when communicating to the congregation. In the 

book Empowering People for Ministry by Tim Stevens and Tony Morgan, they talk 

about T.I.M.E. Look at thatñan acronym. We are always talking about giving our T.I.M.E. 

and talents to GOD. Are you giving of your T.I.M.E.? In this book they break it down 

and that is what I would like to share with you this month. 
 

T  is for Touch. An appropriate touch can go a long way toward 

communicating love and acceptance. The well-timed touch on the arm, pat on 

the hand, squeeze of a shoulder can improve a person's outlook, and it may 

be the only pure touch he or she receives. 
 

I  is for Inspiration. We all need inspiration. We need to know why we are 

toiling and sweating and sometimes putting up with difficult  situations or 

people. Inspiration can easily come by attending the services each week and 

hearing the Word of God. 
 

M  is for Motivation. Everyone needs a little motivation now and then. 

Where do you get your motivation from? Maybe it is that friend asking you to 

join them for a bible study or to help teach Sunday school. Sometimes we get 

our motivation from hearing stories of how ministry has changed the lives of 

others. 
 

E  is for Encouragement. What is the best way to encourage people? Listen. 

Take the time to find out about families, hobbies, and interests, and in the 

process, listen to their hearts. More than anything else you can do, listening 

causes people to feel special and valued. 
 

As you read through the weekly bulletin and The Spirit, ask yourself how you can 

give your T.I.M.E. to the ministries and mission of St. Maryõs and to those in need 

in our community and beyond. Is God calling you for your T.I.M.E.? Please contact 

Jackie Larsen in the church office to see where your T.I.M.E. is needed. 

Youth Happenings  
F or the first time EVER in history of mankind, St. Maryõs High 
Schoolers are heading to Camp Timber Lee for WINTER X-TREME 

2010. It takes place Friday night, Feb. 12 until Sunday afternoon 

the 14th. Itõs an awesome time of tubing, trail rides, tobogganing, 

broomball, fantabulous fellowship, wowing worship and stellar speakers!  Timber Lee 

has everything ever inventedéEVER!  Karaoke, a coffee bar, a leather craft shop, a 

nature center, game rooms, and even bathrooms!  Best of all, this weekend ROCKS 

your soul! It will refresh your heart and draw you closer to God. Youõll reconnect will 

old friends and make new ones. SO DO NOT MISS THIS WEEKENDéPLEASE! Space is 

limited so sign up/get more info on the youth bulletin board or with Ryan. 
 

I f you are a high schooler, thereõs a good chance youõre incredibly interested in being 

a part of the òYOUTH-LEDó GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE. Thereõs  

a rigorous try-out sessioné starting NOW. Good news:  You 

made the cut! Practices begin Sunday, Feb. 21 at 7 pm 

and continue every Sunday night from 7- 8:30 pm. Be proud 

that youõre a part of this awesome experience. We donõt 

give this privilege out to just anybody! See you there! 



Homeland Ministry  
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Christian Education News 

 
 
 

 

L ent starts with Ash Wednesday on February 17. On January 

31, Cross Training students decorated Alleluia banners 

which will be òburiedó until Easter Sunday. Burying the 

banners is a visual reminder to children that Lent marks the 

beginning of a somber, reflective time in the church year. 

We encourage students, as always, to follow along during 

worship services and to notice that, during Lent, we donõt 

use the word òAlleluiaó.   

 

T hanks to everyone who donated items 

to our Mitten Tree last month! It was 

inspiring to see the tree covered with 

mittens, hats and scarves. Thank you for 

sharing your blessings. All items were 

given to the Shalom Center. 

 

O ur second Service Sunday will be February 21. There 

will be NO Cross Training that morning, but families are 

strongly encouraged to spend time that day or during the 

week giving back to our community.  
 

Service projects could include helping serve meals at Shalom 

Center; donating needed items to Shalom Center, Urban 

Outreach or Women & Childrenõs Horizons; bringing cookies 

and a card to a shut-in or elderly neighbor; visiting residents 

of a nursing home; donating stuffed animals or blankets 

to children in the hospital.  
 

         Ǆ J Ǆ J Ǆ 
 

Service Sundays are meant to bring 

families together, in service to God and 

those in need. Please discuss and decide on 

your familyõs service project soon!  Iõd love 

to hear about what you do. 

 

 

January 2010 
 

The Homeland Ministry Committee wants to thank our members for current 

updates of soldiersõ deployment status, current addresses, birthdays, and 

other needs. With prayerful appreciation, we extend our love to each of them  

as they sacrifice for our country.                                                                
 

Please add photos and current addresses to the military bulletin board in 

fellowship hall. Homeland Ministry Committee member, Kate Dischler-

Noreen, can be reached at 262-658-2780 or KDischlern@aim.com; or 

contact Jackie Larsen in the church office (jackielarsen@stmaryslutheran.org 

or 262-658-3555). June Nelson at alvinknelson@webtv.net or 262-694-

2915 collects birth dates to send cards. The Committee would like to print 

the deployment status of the soldiers in The Spirit and bulletin soon. We 

welcome and appreciate your continuous contact with us. 
 

Pastor Raben and Pastor Alberti will continue to lift up the names of active 

military in prayer during weekly worship. 
 

Finally, we invite you to join our Homeland Ministry Committee to continue 

our Mission Statement and focus for our soldiers and their respective 

families.  Please contact Dan Neururer at kneururer@yahoo.com or call 

262-694-0632 and / or Ken Nelson at alvinknelson@webtv.com or call 

262-694-2915 for dates and times. Your input is welcomed as the com-

mittee extends itself to assist our soldiers. 

Mission Statement: 
Presented to the Church Council in June 2009 

 

St. Maryõs Homeland Ministry 
 

Mission Statement: 

The Homeland Ministry, by the grace of God, 

honors veterans who have died by serving 

veterans and active military personnel and 

their families, as we advocate for their 

expressed needs through our gifts of time 

and talent. 
 

The team will accomplish this by: 
 

ü Providing referral services to returning 

military personnel to help reintroduce 

them into a civilian life; 
 

ü Encouraging and supporting the 

deployed military personnel; 
 

ü Partnering with community 

organizations to provide services to the 

families during deployment. 

~ St. Maryõs Lutheran Church Homeland Ministry Committee Members ~  

M ark Your Calendars:  St. Maryõs will once again have a table at KidsExpo! This fun 

event is FREE and offers all kinds of information on summer activities in the Kenosha 

area. The KidsExpo will be Saturday, March 20, 9:00 am-3:00 pm at the 

RecPlex.  Please stop by and see us!  
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 Music Ministry Notes  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

L ENT begins February 17ñAsh Wednesday. Please join us 

for worship at 11:00 am or 7:00 pm. (ALL OASIS activities 

meet as usual that day, except NO meal and no Adult Choir).  

Beginning Feb. 24, our midweek services on Wednesdays are 

11:00 am and 6:15 pm. There will be a special childrenõs time 

at the evening worshipñmake this a priority in your schedule. 

 

Organ Scholarships Available 
Thanks to the generosity of the Endowment Foundation, St. 

Maryõs is able to offer lesson scholarships to five St. Maryõs 

members for free organ lessons. A simple application form can 

be picked up on the Music Bulletin Board. The forms are due by 

Feb. 15. Those chosen will have six lessons with Scott Bourdeau 

(thanks Scott!). Lessons are open to all adults and youth (6th 

grade and older)ñwho have had at least two years of piano 

instruction. Please feel free to talk to me if you have any 

questions. This is a great opportunityñplease consider 

whether God is calling you to give this a try. 
 
 

Peace, 
 

Linda Schmidt 
Minister of Music 

 

Free Concert! 
 

Presented by: 

The Youth Choir from All Saints Lutheran Church 

Minnetonka, Minnesota 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Celebrate Life 
Saturday, February 13 ~ 6:00 pm 

St. Maryõs Sanctuary 

 

Celebrate L ife 
 tells the story of Jesus in simple, dramatic 

terms. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John share  

their faith through their stories. 

Music Schedule 

5th Sunday after Epiphany Holden Feb. 6 5:00pm Solo:  M. Jensen 

 ELW 4 Feb. 7 8:00am Cantate Choir 

 ELW 4  10:30am Celebration Ensemble 

     

Transfiguration ELW 4 Feb. 13 5:00pm Youth Bells, MN Choir 

 ELW 4 Feb. 14 8:00am Jubilate!; Alleluia Choir 

 ELW 4  10:30am Jubilate!; Adult Choir 

     

Ash Wednesday ELW 1 Feb. 17 11:00am Duet:  D. & M. Sjoerdsma 

 ELW 1  7:00pm Adult, Chapel Choirs; Tone Chimes 

     

First Sunday in Lent ELW 6 Feb. 20 5:00pm Jazz Ensemble; Genesis Ringers 

 ELW 1 Feb. 21 8:00am Adult Choir; Violin:  N. Nikonov 

 ELW 6  10:30am Jazz Ensemble; Genesis Ringers 

     

Mid-week Lenten Service   Feb. 24 11:00am Solo:  M. Jensen 

   6:15pm Jubilate!, Cherub Choir  

     

Second Sunday in Lent ELW 1 Feb. 27 5:00pm Agape Winds 

 ELW 1 Feb. 28 8:00am Agape Winds, Adult Choir; Piano:  M. Durica 

 ELW 1  10:30am Cantate Choir; Piano:  M. Durica 

Theme Liturgy Date Time Group/Musician  
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From the  
Parish Nurse                                                            
 

Dear Friends, 
 

A wonderful opportunity is coming to 

Kenosha and you can be a part of the 

experience. KEEP (Kidney Early 

Evaluation Program) is a free health 

screening program offered by the 

National Kidney Foundation (NKF) for 

individuals at increased risk of 

developing kidney disease. NKF in 

partnership with Aurora Health Care 

Parish Nurse Program will be 

conducting this screening on Saturday, 

March 6 from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm in 

the gym at St. Maryõs Lutheran Church.  
 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND  

A KEEP SCREENING? 
You should attend a KEEP screening if 

you are 18 years or older and have one 

or more of the following. 
 

§ Diabetes 

§ High Blood Pressure - blood 

pressure is the force your blood 

puts on the walls of your blood 

vessels as your heart works. 

Uncontrolled high blood pressure 

can cause heart disease, stroke, 

kidney disease and damage to the 

blood vessels 

§ A parent, brother or sister with 

diabetes, high blood pressure or 

kidney disease 

§ KEEP is only a screening service 

and not meant to provide a 

diagnosis or replace regular visits 

with your healthcare provider. 

 

 

One or more of these services will be 

provided to you at the screening: 
 

§ Blood pressure, height, weight and 

waist circumference measurements 

§ Blood and urine tests for signs of 

diabetes and kidney disease 

including: 
 

ß Blood glucose taken in order 

to check current blood sugar 

ß Hemoglobin, a blood test for 

anemia 

ß Albumin to creatinine ratio 

(protein in urine) 

ß Serum creatinine (measures 

how well kidneys are filtering 

blood) 

ß Estimated Glomerular Filtration 

Rate (test for kidney function) 

ß Total cholesterol, HDL, LDL 

and triglycerides 

ß Some participants will also 

have their calcium, 

phosphorus, PTH and/or 

Hemoglobin A1c drawn 
 

Some of your test results will be reviewed 

and provided to you on site by a clinician 

while certain blood work will be sent to 

a lab and you will be contacted with the 

results. With your permission your results 

will also be sent to your healthcare 

provider or you will be referred to a 

healthcare provider or public health 

facility if needed. Additional free 

educational information will be  

 

 

available. You will also be invited to  

attend a KEEP screening every year. 
 

This is your year to get fit and stay healthy. 

Donõt let your loved ones or yourself be 

left in the dark in regards to your 

wellbeing. Hurry and get your 

appointment time scheduled for March 

6 before the slots fill up.   
 

For more information or to make an 

appointment, call 800-543-6393,  

ext.10 or email keep@kidneywi.org.   

If you have any questions please feel 

free to contact me. 
 

May the Lord bless you and give you 

peace. Hope to see you at the screening! 

          
 

 

Shalom, 
 

Sue Quever RN, Parish Nurse 

Aurora Parish Nurse Program 

 

 

 

 

Sueõs e-mail address at St. Maryõs is: squever@stmaryslutheran.org  You may 

also contact her by calling the church: 262-658-3555, ext. 241. Sue is 

generally in her office on Thursdays between 10am and 1pm, scheduling 

Free Education Programs at St. Mary's Lutheran Church  

Free Blood Pressure Screenings Compliments of the Aurora Parish Nurse Program 

DIABETES & YOU 
 

ü Wednesday, February 24, 2010 at 12:30 PM 
 

ü Fellowship Hall 
 

ü Diabetes affects your eyes, heart, nerves, feet, and 

kidneys. Learn what to do if you have diabetes to 

prevent serious health complications. 
 

ü Speaker:  A..J. Capelli, M.D., Family Practice, Internal  

                        Medicine, Aurora Health Care 

  

BLOOD PRESSURE & YOU 
 

ü Thursday, February 25, 2010 at 6:30 -7:30 PM 
 

ü Gymnasium 
 

ü Anyone who has high blood pressure has a greater chance 

of developing chronic kidney disease. Learn about the 

tests you should have and the different ways your blood 

pressure can be controlled. 
 

ü Speaker:  W. Kraklow, M.D., Nephrologist, Midway                    

                       Kidney Care 

 

mailto:keep@kidneywi.org
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ELCA News  
 

The Church Respondsé. 
 

All of us have watched in disbelief the saga of the destruction of life and 

property on the island nation of Haiti due to the devastating earthquake. 

Within hours of the news reports, the ELCA Disaster Relief Agency along 

with other humanitarian groups began the process of preparing to assist 

the population of that country as they struggle to survive. This agency of 

our denomination works closely with the Lutheran Word Federation and 

Lutheran World Relief to provide basic life existence resources in areas of 

the world hit by natural disasters. The program they have used successfully 

in other nations is now being used in Haiti. Local churches and 

humanitarian organizations have formed a network of mutual assistance 

strategies that are outside of the government and not dependent on 

them. The  

Action by Churches Together (ACT) is an alliance of these groups who 

work together by pooling their resources and having strategies to 

distribute food, water, and other basic commodities in the name of 

Christ through their own network. 
 

The Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, Rev. Mark Hanson, has announced that 

the ELCA has transferred $750,000 from the Disaster Relief Fund to these 

agencies to assist in the purchase and transfer of medical supplies and 

basic living commodities. $250,000 came from the existing reserve and 

another $500,000 from the contributions the church expects to receive 

from the member congregations. In addition, the 140 member Lutheran 

denominations of the Lutheran World Federation will be sending aid and 

personnel to Haiti. Individual congregations and local members are being 

encouraged to donate online, through their church, or by mail. Churches 

and individuals can be assured that their contributions will go directly to 

these agencies for direct help to the people in need. Donated funds are 

never directed through government departments. 
 

Here at St. Maryõs, announcements have been made that our congregation 

will participate in this process by asking our members to consider special 

gifts to the Disaster Fund. If you havenõt already done so, please consider 

marking an offering for Haiti and dropping it off at the church office or 

donate directly online at www.elca.org. Humanitarian aid is always good 

but it is especially meaningful when given in the name of Christ. It is one 

more example of the church engaging the world in Jesusõ name. 

 

                                             Submitted by: 
 

     Synodical Affairs Committee 

 

St. Maryõs Lutheran  
Endowment Foundation  
 

Funds Distribution  
 

The Foundation is accepting applications 

for funds distribution in March. These 

applications are due February 15.  If you 

serve on a committee within St. Maryõs or 

the community that has a project the 

Foundation may want to contribute to, 

complete an application and return it to 

the church office.  Applications are 

available in the church office or on the 

website.  
 

 (www.stmaryslutheran.org)  
 

If you have questions, you may contact 

Patti Soens at 553-9017. 

 
 

Foundation Scholarships 
 

The Endowment Foundation will again be 

awarding scholarships and educational 

grants. Students must be enrolled in an 

accredited college full time and be a 

member of St. Maryõs Lutheran Church to 

apply. Past applicants and recipients are 

welcome to apply again. 
 

Those wishing to apply may pick up an 

application on the Endowment Foundation 

bulletin board at the west end of the 

fellowship hall, in the church office, or on 

St. Maryõs website.  
 

 (www.stmaryslutheran.org)    
 

Applications, along with transcripts and 

other supporting materials must be post-

marked no later than April 30, 2010.  

 

ELCA Website  
An abundance of information can be found at www.elca.org. The ELCA 

web site contains such things as: e-mail links to staff in Chicago; phone 

numbers and addresses for synod offices, seminaries, colleges and 

other agencies; and news about the church, both domestic and global.  
 

The ELCA Advocacy Network provides an easy way for each of us to 

become active in bringing about change in society.  
 

Go to www.elca.org/advocacy to find out more about the work the group 

is doing. Action alerts are provided and one can easily join others in 

contacting those in decision making roles. Some of the causes the 

Network has been concerned with are the situation in Darfur, HIV/AIDS, 

and Hunger and Poverty. 

CUSH Connection 
 

The Issues Assembly for CUSH will be at St. 

Anne Catholic Church on Thursday, February 

25 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Participants will 

discuss issues that pertain to the people of 

Kenosha who are in need of advocacy and 

two or three will become the focus for CUSH 

for 2010.   

http://www.elca.org/
http://www.stmaryslutheran.org/
http://www.stmaryslutheran.org/
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 CALENDAR  OF EVENT S ~ FEBRUARY  2010   

Monday, February 1, 2010 
 7:05am SonRisers Bible Study 
 9:00am  Quilt Makers 
 12:30pm WELCA Board 
 6:30pm FISH Learning Event; 1st Place; 

GriefShare 
  7:00pm Boy Scouts 
 7:30pm Skit Team 
 

Tuesday, February 2, 2010 
 7:00am Womenõs Prayer Breakfast 
 1:00pm Friendly Center Bible Study 
 2:00pm Book Discussion Group;  
 3:00pm Lutheran Woman Today Study 
 4:30pm Agape Winds  
 5:45pm Jubilate! 
 6:15pm Refugee Comm; Crossroads 
 6:30pm Homeland Ministry 
 7:00pm Boy Scout Committee 
 7:30pm Genesis Ringers 
  

Wednesday, February 3, 2010 
 7:00am Menõs Prayer Breakfast 
 9:00am AARP Tax Help 
 9:30am Fr. Center Steering Comm  
 11:00am Friendly Center 
 4:00pm OASIS (see separate schedule)  
 5:15pm CUSH Housing Task Force 
 6:30pm LIFEgroup.102 
  

Thursday, February 4, 2010 
 9:00am Helping Hands 
 10:30am Bible Study 
 1:00pm Senior Ministry Task Force 
 5:30pm Celebration Ensemble 
 6:30pm Senior Ministry Task Force;    

MS Support Group 
  

Friday, February 5, 2010 
 

Saturday, February 6, 2010 
 8:30am LIFEgroup.102  
 10:00am Baptism Class  
 5:00pm   Worship   
 6:00pm  Fellowship Hour 
  

Sunday, February 7, 2010 
 8:00am Worship  
 9:15am  Ed/Fellowship Hour 
 9:25am Cantate Choir  
 9:30am New Member Class 
 10:30am Worship 
 1:00pm Momõs Ministry  
 6:30pm Holy Ground; AA,12&12 Mtg; 

CODA Mtg 
 

Monday, February 8, 2010 
     7:05am SonRisers BibleStudy 
 9:00am  Quilt Makers; Martha Circle 
 6:30pm FISH Learning Event; 1st Place; 

GriefShare 
  7:00pm Lydia Circle; Boy Scouts 
 7:30pm Skit Team 
 

Tuesday, February  9, 2010 
 7:00am Womenõs Prayer Breakfast 
 1:00pm Friendly Center Bible Study; 

Miriam Circle  
 4:30pm Agape Winds 

 5:00pm Jubilate! Dinner  
 5:45pm Jubilate! 
 6:30pm Technology Committee 
 7:30pm Genesis Ringers 
 

Wednesday, February 10, 2010 
7:00am Menõs Prayer Breakfast 
 9:00am AARP Tax Help 
 9:30am Momõs Ministry 
 11:00am Friendly Center 
 4:00pm OASIS (see separate schedule)  
 6:30pm LIFEgroup.102 
  

Thursday, February 11, 2010 
 9:00am Mary Circle  
 10:30am Bible Study 
 5:30pm Stephen Leaders 
 6:00pm Stephen Ministry 
 7:00pm Rebecca Circle;  
  Circle of Friends  
  

Friday, February 12, 2010 
     Hi School Winter Xtreme (12-14) 
  

Saturday, February 13, 2010 
 8:30am LIFEgroup.102 
 9:30am WELCA Valentine Brunch 
 5:00pm   Worship   
 6:00pm  òCelebrate Lifeó Concert 
  

Sunday, February 14, 2010 
 8:00am Worship  
 9:15am  Ed/Fellowship Hour 
 9:25am Cantate Choir  
 9:30am New Member Class 
 10:30am Worship  
 11:30am LIFEgroup.101 Info Mtg 
 1:00pm Jazz Ensemble Rehearsal 
 6:30pm PFLAG; AA,12&12 Mtg;  
  CODA Mtg 
 

Monday, February 15, 2010 
 7:05am SonRisers Bible Study 
 9:00am  Quilt Makers 
 6:30pm FISH Guide Huddle/8th Gr 

Mystery Event; GriefShare; 
1st Place 

  7:00pm Boy Scouts 
 7:30pm Skit Team 
 

Tuesday, February 16, 2010 
 7:00am Womenõs Prayer Breakfast 
 1:00pm Friendly Center Bible Study 
 4:30pm Agape Winds 
 5:45pm Jubilate!  
 6:30pm Library Committee 
 7:30pm Genesis Ringers 
 

Wednesday, February 17, 2010 
 7:00am  Menõs Prayer Breakfast 
 9:00am AARP Tax Help 
 11:00am  Ash Wednesday Worship/

Friendly Center 
 4:00pm OASIS (see separate schedule) 

  No meal, LIFEgroup, FUSION or 
Adult Choir 

 7:00pm Ash Wednesday Worship 
  

Thursday, February 18, 2010 
 10:30am  Bible Study 

 6:30pm Congregation Council;  
  Caring Ministry Team 
Friday, February 19, 2010 

 8:30am Womenõs Prayer Breakfast 

 9:00am Helping Hands 
 

Saturday, February 20, 2010 
 8:30am LIFEgroup.102 
 4:15pm Jazz Ensemble Rehearsal 
 5:00pm   Jazz Worship  
 6:00pm  Fellowship  
 

Sunday, February 21, 2010 
 8:00am Jazz Worship  
 9:15am  Ed/Fellowship Hour 
 9:25am Cantate Choir  
 9:30am New Member Class 
 10:30am Jazz Worship 
 1:00pm Momõs Ministry  
 1:30pm Womenõs Bible Study 
 6:30pm AA,12&12 Mtg; CODA Mtg; 

Good Friday Rehearsal 
 

Monday, February 22, 2010 
 7:00am SonRisers Bible Study 
 9:00am Quilt Makers 
 6:30pm FISH Learning Event;  1st Place;  

GriefShare 
 7:00pm Boy Scouts 
 7:30pm Skit Team 
 

Tuesday, February 23, 2010 
 7:00am Womenõs Prayer Breakfast 
 1:00pm Friendly Center Bible Study 
 4:30pm Agape Winds  
 5:45pm Jubilate!  
 7:30pm Genesis Ringers 
 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 
 7:00am  Menõs Prayer Breakfast 
 9:00am AARP Tax Help 
 9:30am Momõs Ministry 
 11:00am  Lenten Worship/Friendly Center 
 4:00pm OASIS (see separate schedule)  

 5:00pm Lenten Supper 

 6:15pm Midweek Lenten Worship 
 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 
 10:30am Bible Study 
 1:00pm Bosom Buddies 
 6:00pm Stephen Ministry 
 7:00pm CUSH Board 
 

Friday, February 26, 2010 
  

Saturday, February 27, 2010 
 8:30am LIFEgroup.102  
 5:00pm   Worship  
 6:00pm  Fellowship 
 

 Sunday, February 28, 2010 
 8:00am Worship  
 9:15am  Ed/Fellowship Hour 
 9:25am Cantate Choir  
 9:30am New Member Class 
 10:30am Worship  
 12:00pm Chapel Choir 
 6:30pm AA,12&12 Mtg; CODA Mtg; 

Good Friday Rehearsal 

St. Maryõs Nursery School meets Monday - Friday 
from 8:30-11:30am. There is NO SCHOOL  Feb. 19. 
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THE MINISTERS OF ST. MARYõS  

are the members of the Congregation 
 

STAFF members include: 
 

David P Raben ...................................................  Senior Pastor 

draben@stmaryslutheran.org .................................. ext. 226 

 

Brian C Alberti ..............................................  Associate Pastor 

balberti@stmaryslutheran.org ................................. ext. 228 

 

James L Shadduck  ........................ (Part-time) Pastoral Care 

Home phone .......................................................... 652-6444 
 

Deaconess Judy Schroeder ......................... Diaconal Minister 

judy@stmaryslutheran.org  ...................................... ext. 230 
 

Linda Schmidt .............................................. Minister of Music 

linda@stmaryslutheran.org  ..................................... ext. 225 
 

Ryan Gerlach ............... Director of Youth and Family Ministry  

rgerlach@stmaryslutheran.org ................................. ext. 229 
 

Ashleigh Henrichs ................... Director of Childrenõs Ministry 

ahenrichs@stmaryslutheran.org .............................. ext. 234 
 

Chris Thorson ..................................... Nursery School Director 

preschool@stmaryslutheran.org ........................... 652-7264 
 

Sue Quever ........................................................... Parish Nurse 

squever@stmaryslutheran.org ................................. ext. 241 
 

Jerry Willing ................................................ Business Manager 

gwilling@stmaryslutheran.org .................................. ext. 227 
 

Jacqie Vranak ........................... Communications Coordinator  

jacqie@stmaryslutheran.org .................................... ext. 224 
 

Randy Gross ......................................... Maintenance Manager 

rgross@stmaryslutheran.org .................................... ext. 231 
 

Dave Larsen ........................................................... Bookkeeper  

dlarsen@stmaryslutheran.org  ................................. ext. 221 
 

Jackie Larsen  ..................................... Volunteer Coordinator 

jackie.larsen@stmaryslutheran.org  ........................ ext. 242 

Home phone .......................................................... 552-2788 

St. Maryõs Endowment Foundation meets quarterly on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month at 5:30pm. 
 

St. Maryõs Church Council meets the 3rd Thursday of each month 
at 6:30pm. Standing Committees meet as follows: 
 

Property ............................................... 1st Monday, 6:30pm 
Randy Hansche ............................................... 694-7388 
tooltymellc@sbglobal.net 
 

Education ............................................. 3rd Monday, 7:15pm 
Andy Schroeder ............................................... 697-8214 
amschelosheba@yahoo.com 
 

Worship, Music & Arts ..................... 1st Thursday, 6:30pm 
Ken Winkle ...................................................... 654-8436 
kawink76@att.net 
 

Synodical Affairs ............. 2nd Tuesday, 4:00pm (alt months) 
        Kate Dischler-Noreen ............................................ 658-2780 
        kdischlern@aim.com 
 

Finance ............................................. 2nd Thursday, 5:30pm 
Sharon Corso .................................................. 658-3946 
scorso@wi.rr.com 
 

Church in Society ............................. 2nd Thursday, 6:00pm 
Marilyn Jensen ................................................ 694-3490 
rjensen20@wi.rr.com 
 

Nursery School  ................................ 2nd Thursday, 6:30pm 
Gail Musolf ...................................................... 657-3069 
musolf@mymailstation.com 
 

Caring Ministries  ............................... 2nd Monday, 5:00pm 
David Buggs .................................................... 942-0181 
dbuggs@buggs.org 
 

Stewardship....................................... 1st Thursday, 7:00pm 
Steve Seymour  ............................................... 859-0438 
steve@seymourcpa.com 
 

Personnel ........................................... 4th Thursday, 5:30pm 
Barbara Campbell  .......................................... 551-8087 
bcampbell@wi.rr.com 
 

Youth ............................................................................. Varies 
Sharon Corso .................................................. 658-3946 
scorso@wi.rr.com 
 

Parish Fellowship ........................................................ Varies 
Laura Dietrich ................................................. 694-9148 
ldietric@kusd.edu 
 

Outreach & Evangelism .............................................. Varies  
Ken Winkle ...................................................... 654-8436 
kawink76@att.net 

Wednesday OASIS Schedule  
 

4:00-4:50pm ................... Cherub Choir (4
yrs

- 1
st
 gr) 

4:00-5:00pm .................... Chapel Choir (2
nd

- 5
th
 gr) 

4:15-5:00pm .............. Youth Handbells (6
th
-10

th
 gr) 

5:20-6:00pm ................... Tone Chimes (4
th 

- 5
th
 gr) 

5:30-6:00pm ...................Orff Explorers (2
nd

- 3
rd

 gr) 
5:30-6:00pm ................... Orff Achievers(2

nd
- 3

rd
 gr) 

5:00-5:45pm ................................................ Supper  
5:30-6:00pm .......................... Open Gym (all ages) 
6:00-6:20pm .................................. Prayer & Praise 
6:00-6:50pm .................... Alleluia Choir (6

th
- 8

th
 gr) 

6:30-8:00pm .................................. Adult Education 
7:00-8:15pm .......................................... Adult Choir 
7:00-8:30pm ........................... Fusion (high school) 

St. Maryõs Lutheran Church 
2001 80 th Street, Kenosha WI 53143 ~ 262-658-3555 

 

Church Office Hours  
8:30am ~ 4:30pm MondayðFriday 

Closed from 12:00-1:00pm 
 

All articles for The Spirit must be submitted in Word format 

to jacqie@stmaryslutheran.org by the 15th of the month. 
 

Worship Schedule 
 

Saturday  5:00pm Worship with Communion  

 6:00pm Fellowship Hour 
 

Sunday 8:00 & 10:30am Worship with Communion  

 9:15am  Education/Fellowship Hour  
 

 (Jazz Worshipñ-Third Weekend)  



Pastoral Acts 
 

Funerals 
 

Ruth K. Skogstad 

Jan. 12, 2010 
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Recently Memorialized  
 

K. (Robert) Chalgren ....................................................... Harp Acquisition Fund 

 Given by Kurt & Barbara Chalgren 
 

Lucille Beaupre ............................................................................. Undesignated 

 Given by Family & Friends 
 

Dorothy Halldin ............................................................................. Undesignated 

 Given by Friends 
 

Loretta Hansen ............................................................................. Undesignated 

 Given by Ralph & Bernice Petersen 
 

Loretta Hansen ......................................................................... Music Ministries 

 Given by Scott & Merle Haarbauer 
 

 

Recently Honored 
 

Linda Schmidt .............................................................................. Music Ministry 

 Given by Brian & Patricia Mason 

Guiding Principles  
for My Life  

 

PRAY   
In response to the life, death,  

and resurrection of Jesus, I will: 
 

\ Praise God and thank him for 

the many blessings in my life. 

\ Pray daily, worship weekly and 

study Godõs Word. 

 

LOVE   
In response to Godõs love  

for me, I will: 
 

\ Welcome members and visitors. 

\ Seek opportunities to share Godõs 

love and to grow healthy relation- 

ships at home, at work, and within 

the congregation. 

\ Forgive others as I have been 

forgiven. 

 

SERVE  
In response to Jesus  

who came to serve, I will: 
 

\ Care for those in need and strive 

for peace and justice in the world. 

\ Help others discover their Spiritual 

Gifts and invite them into meaning- 

ful ministry or mission. 

\ Tithe my time, talent, and treasure 

to the best of my ability. 

\ Care for my health and be a 

steward of  Godõs creation. 

St. Mary's Lutheran Church    

Contributions and Mission Costs - December, 2009  

       

       Current Mo.    Yr. to Date 

Contributions - Budget  $118,641.77   $920,113.00  

Contributions - Actual  $88,207.02   $812,740.48  

   Actual Over/ (Under) Budget ($30,434.75)   ($107,372.52)  

       

Mission Costs - Budget  $82,300.84   $920,377.86  

Mission Costs - Actual  $71,123.70   $832,634.11  

   Actual Over/ (Under) Budget ($11,177.14)   ($87,743.75)  

       

Contributions - Actual   $88,207.02    $812,740.48  

Mission Costs - Actual  $71,123.70   $832,634.11  

   Overage/ (Shortfall)   $17,083.32    ($19,893.63)  

       

Effective January, 2009,  receipts for, and payment of the mortgage are  

included in the church operating budget.     

       

Unpaid Mortgage Principal as at  12/31/09 - $ 141,499.52   

 Interest paid - current month $                          659.82    

 Principal paid - current month $         2,462.87    



February  

 AT ST. MARY½S 
  

¶ ñSouperò Bowl Sunday ~ Feb. 6 / 7 
 

¶ Valentine Brunch ~ Feb. 13 
 

¶ ñCelebrate Lifeò Concert ~ Feb. 13 
 

¶ Ash Wednesday ~ Feb. 17 (Services @ 11 am & 7 pm) 
 

¶ Diabetes & You Program ~ Feb. 24 
 

¶ Blood Pressure & You Program ~ Feb. 25 
 

¶ CUSH Issues Assembly (St. Anneôs) ~ Feb. 25  
 

  

 

More information inside on these 

 and other activities  

happening at St. Maryôs this month.                                                                                      

 


