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St. Maryõs Lutheran Church 
Presents their Annual Christmas Concert 

 

Featuring 
four Vocal Choirs; three Handbell Choirs;  
Tone Chimes; Boysõ Choir and a Youth Band  

  

~ Freewill Offering ~ 
 

Please join us for a High Tea after the concert. 
 
 

 

         GIFT OF GOD  
 

 EMMANUEL  
  

      Sunday 

December 13  

  1:30 pm 
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Followers of Jesus Christ  
Gifted by the Spirit  

Go Pray 
Go Love 
Go Serve 
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Emerging Hope in Difficult Times  
 

òéknowing that suffering produces endurance, and  
endurance produces character, and character produces  
hope, and hope does not disappoint, because Godõs love  
has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit  
that has been given to us.ó ðRomans 5 

 
Dear Partners in Mission, 
  

You will be hearing a lot about òhopeó in the days of Advent. Like 

the word òawesomeó or òloveó we can use òhopeó too casually. The 

word is sometimes used to mean òwishful.ó I once worked with a 

fellow who would buy a lottery ticket every payday, òI hope I win the 

lottery some dayéó he would tell me. Hope that is distant or just a 

matter of chance is really no hope at all. Itõs just a wisp of a 

possibilityñwishful thinking. 
 

St. Paul speaks of a hope that is grounded in Jesus Christ. This 

hopeñthe Word of God in fleshñis tough enough to walk the streets 

where people suffer from hunger, homelessness, and economic 

hardship. The Advent and Christmas seasons declare a hope that 

is more than just positive thinking, it is a hope grounded in the life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. True hope is being united 

in Christ for mission in the real world. Consider our many expressions 

of mission in the world:  ELCA Urban Outreach, Shalom Center, 

Lutherdale Bible Camp, Good Samaritan Fund, St. Maryõs Foundation, 

Peace Lutheran in New Orleans, Spirit Alive Lutheran Church, 

Lutheran Social Services, and our partners in Tanzania and 

El Salvador. Hope is emerging in the difficult places in our community 

and world. God is doing great things! 
 

Former pastor from St. Maryõs and retired bishop, George Carlson, 

will be our preacher on December 12-13. Please pray and consider 

your financial stewardship commitments for 2010. We are in the 

business of hope and mission in a world of hurting people. Hope 

does not disappoint because Godõs love has been poured out on 

our world. 

 

 

 

Hopeful in Christ, our Lord, 

 

Pr. David Raben 

 

 

 



Page 3 The Spirit  ƍ  St Maryõs Lutheran Church 

Guiding Principles  
for My Life  

 

PRAY   
In response to the life, death,  

and resurrection of Jesus, I will: 
 

\ Praise God and thank him for the 

many blessings in my life. 

\ Pray daily, worship weekly and study 

Godõs Word. 

 

LOVE   
In response to Godõs love  

for me, I will: 
 

\ Welcome members and visitors. 

\ Seek opportunities to share Godõs love and 

to grow healthy relationships at home, 

at work, and within the congregation. 

\ Forgive others as I have been forgiven. 

 

SERVE  
In response to Jesus  

who came to serve, I will: 
 

\ Care for those in need and strive for 

peace and justice in the world. 

\ Help others discover their Spiritual Gifts 

and invite them into meaningful ministry 

or mission. 

\ Tithe my time, talent, and treasure to the 

best of my ability. 

\ Care for my health and be a steward of  

Godõs creation. 

Staying Connected 
 

Gathering togetheré 
 

Family gatherings are one of the many ingredients that make the Christmas 

season a wonderful time of the year.  Sharing stories that seem to never get 

old, singing Christmas carols, embracing the spirit of giving, and celebrating 

together the birth of our Savior. 
 

The season also brings the opportunity to come together as a church familyé

brothers and sisters with a common goal to glorify our God and to welcome 

others into His family. We hope that you all feel warm and welcomeé members 

and guestsé whether it be in worship, in fellowship, when serving on 

committees, when participating in small group studies, visiting the church 

office, etc. etc. We are called to love one another.  And although we may not all 

completely agree on the best way to get from point òAó to point òBó, we must 

join together living by the words of our Mission and Discipleõs Covenant so that 

together we can bring change to a world that so desperately needs to hear 

Godõs Word and to feel His love. 
 

We have so much to be excited about:  Brain Alberti, our new associate pastor, 

the E-Team growing and making positive changes throughout the church, four 

groups gathering for LIFEgroup.101, a new grief sharing ministry, the new member 

ministry team, a support group for mothers (come on dads, we need help too), 

large increases in 6th grade FISH (confirmation) and choir participation, and 

thereõs so much more! 
 

We must not overlook our financial concerns. But as our stewardship team has 

indicated, we can meet our budget and beyond, if we all commit to helping out 

in a small way to the very best of our ability. 
 

Lastly, I would also ask that we keep in our hearts and prayers those people who 

may find this a lonely time of the year due to the loss of a loved one, a family 

member who canõt make it home for Christmas because they are away serving 

our country, or whatever the circumstance may be. 
 

Together we can achieve beyond our dreams if we trust God with all our hearts. 
 

Trust GodéExperience Godé 

Go PrayéLoveéand Serveé 

 

Steve Seymour 

Council Vice-President 

We all know that as we journey through 

life, there will be good times and there 

will be bad times.  For Christians, it seems 

the journey is filled with difficult decisions 

as we struggle to see clearly the path God 

has chosen for us vs. the path that the 

world encourages us to follow.  But no 

matter whether we find ourselves at a 

peak, a valley, or somewhere in between, 

there is one thing that remains constant:  

Our God and His great love for us. 
 

The following is an article written by 

Megan Torgerson, a pastor at Augustana 

Lutheran Church in West St. Paul, Minn. 

influenced by Daniel 12: 1-3: 

My mother is a wise and thoughtful 

woman and often encourages me on 

matters of life and faith. Usually she 

starts by asking me questions, but I am 

typically the one who ends up learning 

something life-changing. During one of 

our many discussions about suffering, 

she said to me, òMost of the time, life is 

hard. It took me a while to realize that.  

Once I figured it out, it was easy to 

celebrate all the times my life had been 

simply joyful.ó 
 

It sounds pessimistic, but itõs not. When 

we are able to celebrate the good things 

ð Godõs gifts, our abundant riches, our 

simple blessings ð we are able to have 

hope.  As this passage from Daniel 

reminds us, there will be great times of 

anguish. Some days will be long and 

difficult. But God still carries us through 

those times and we can be grateful for 

Godõs deliverance and rich mercy.  

Instead of losing faith or commitment in 

hard times, we should always give of 

ourselves abundantly. Whether good 

times or hard, God is with us, and we 

can only be thankful. 
 

 

Trust GodéExperience God 
 

Trust GodéExperience God 

COUNCIL CONNECTION for this month 

can be made through Randy Hansche, 

who may be reached. . .  

§ by phone:  262-694-7388 

§ By e-mail: tooltymellc@sbcglobal.net   

§ at church:  before or after the 10:30  

service on Sunday. 



 

Advent Noon Recitals  
 

Tuesday, December 1 ~ William Passavant Roth 

 Classical Piano Recitals 
 

Tuesday, December 8 ~ Cliff Schmidt 

 Words and Hymns of Advent 
 

Tuesday, December 15 ~ Jane Livingston 

  Sounds of the Synthesizer 
 

Tuesday, December 22 ~ Jubilate! Bell Choir 
 

Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 13 at 1:30 pm  

Followed by High Tea in Fellowship Hall 
 

Cross Training Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 20 at the 10:30 am service 

Happy Birthday Jesus!  

Reception following the service in fellowship hall 
 

Christmas Eve  
5:00 pm Worship:  Chapel, Cherub Choirs, Tone Chimes 

7:00 pm Worship:  Youth Handbells, Youth Band 

10:00 pm Worship:  Adult, Cantate Choirs, Jubilate!, Brass 
 

Christmas Day  
9:00 am Worship 

 

Lessons and Carols 
December 26 at 5:00 pm 

December 27 at 8:00 am & 10:30 am  

Advent and Christmas  

Schedule of  

Events and Services 
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Christmas Memorials 
 

Poinsettias for the altar are $8.25 per plant. Monetary donations 

will be given to the Shalom Center. Please fill out a form and 

deposit it with your payment or donation in the box located on 

the usherõs stand at the back of the sanctuary. Forms and 

envelopes are available there for your use. Flowers must be 

ordered by Dec. 13   

 

For those unable to get to church, you may call 

the office with your information (658-3555) 

and mail your flower payment or donation. 

B rian C. Alberti has accepted his first call as Associate 

Pastor at St. Maryõs Lutheran Church and was ordained at 

a special service on Nov. 22. Interim Bishop, David Olson 

of the Greater Milwaukee Synod was present to ordain and 

install Brian, and to preach at the service. 
 

In preparation for rostered ministry, Brian completed his 

Masters of Divinity degree from Duke Divinity School in 2004. 

Since that time, he has completed additional studies at 

Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in South Carolina 

and has served congregations in Texas and California. His 

passions for ministry center on Christian worship, preach-

ing, teaching, small group ministry, social outreach, and 

community service. 
 

Brian was born and raised in Southeastern Wisconsin. He 

attended Arrowhead High School and received a Bachelor 

of Fine Arts degree from the University of Wisconsin 

Milwaukee. His ethnicity is mostly German, although on his 

fatherõs side he also claims Italian and Danish heritage. 

Brianõs great grand-father Einer Jensen emigrated from 

Denmark and was a dairy farmer in Richland County 

Wisconsin. His grandfather Phil Alberti, from which he 

receives his last name, was fully Italian and worked for Miller 

Brewery in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
 

Recently, Brian took to the waves of Lake Michigan. Having 

learned how to surf in North and South Carolina, he has, upon 

his return to the Wisconsin area, taken to fresh-water 

surfing. His other hobbies and interests include:  snow-

boarding, running, cooking, and swimming. 

We Welcome our  
New Associate Pastor 


